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COMMUNITY BRIEFING
Board of Deputies President: Labour’s
processes are a ‘total sham’

Responding to the Sunday Times story on Labour’s
antisemitism cover up, Board of Deputies President

Any claims to a politically independent system can
now be seen as a total sham. Labour must now

Marie van der Zyl has called on Labour to open up
its processes to scrutiny by the Jewish community.

urgently open up its processes to scrutiny by the
Jewish community.

She said: “The Sunday Times investigation shows
that our demands to root out anti-Jewish racism
have been treated with utter contempt. Rather than
own up to the problem, the Labour leadership has
put its eﬀorts into a cover up operation.

“We stand united with all decent people in the fight
against ugly racism.”
Read the Sunday Times report here and the BBC
article here.

Marie van der Zyl reacts to Israeli election results
Board of Deputies President Marie van der Zyl has reacted to the results of this week's Israeli elections.
She said: “Benjamin Netanyahu has registered a significant achievement in winning a record fifth election as
Prime Minister in this hotly contested election. After a polarising campaign, with some deeply alarming
rhetoric, politicians from all sides need to work hard to build trust with every section of Israeli society and
not take actions and decisions which deepen divides. We hope that the new Government will be successful
in pursuing the peace, security, prosperity and equality that all Israeli citizens need and deserve.”

'Right decision' made to dismiss Sir Roger Scruton
The Board of Deputies this week reacted to the dismissal of Government housing adviser Sir Roger
Scruton, following an interview in which he claimed George Soros had an "empire in Hungary" defending
Viktor Orbán against allegations of antisemitism.
A spokesperson for the Board of Deputies of British Jews said: “As soon as we saw Sir Roger Scruton’s
unacceptable comments we contacted Government to make our concerns heard. We are satisfied that the
right decision has been made to dismiss him.”
Read the Jewish News story here and The Sun report here.

A hearty Mazal Tov to Board of Deputies Chief Executive Gillian Merron, who celebrated her 60th birthday this
week

ACTIVITY REPORT
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
President Marie van der Zyl, Senior Vice President Sheila Gewolb and International Relations Oﬃcer
Marius Bischoﬀ, together with Rabbi Israel Elia of the S and P Sephardi Community, held a meeting with
Tunisian Minister of Tourism Rene Traboulsi.
President Marie van der Zyl attended BICOM's Israeli election event.

E D U C AT I O N
Education Policy Oﬃcer Jake Berger visited Etz Chaim Jewish Primary School in Mill Hill, and was given
a tour by Headteacher Yvonne Baron.
Education Development Manager Sara Perlmutter met Frances Jeens and Lisa Shames from the Jewish
Museum education team to discuss future collaboration.

SOCIAL ACTION
Chief Executive Gillian Merron and Interfaith and Social Action Oﬃcer Anthony Silkoﬀ met Naomi
Dickson and Emma Gray from Jewish Women’s Aid, with Simon Johnson from the Jewish Leadership
Council, to discuss next steps in JWA’s Sexual Harassment Project in the Jewish community. This is being
supported by the Board of Deputies and JLC.

Interfaith and Social Action Oﬃcer Anthony Silkoﬀ chaired a meeting of the Jewish Social Action Forum,
at which members shared upcoming events and best practice from the community’s social action
organisations, and discussed issues of common interest including refugees, the environment, LGBT+
equality and homelessness.

I N T E R FA I T H
Vice President Amanda Bowman attended Nisa-Nashim's annual conference.
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